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You don't often get email from planning@wlma.org.uk. Learn why this is important

Dear Sir/Madam,
 
Re: Application by GT R4 Limited (trading as Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind for the Outer
Dowsing Offshore Wind project
The Examining Authority’s written questions and requests for information (ExQ1)
Issued on 6 November 2024
 

Please see below responses from South Holland Internal Drainage Board (Interested Party

Reference number: 20048567) to two written questions asked by the Examining Authority :

 
Q1 WE 1.3 – to the Applicant and the Internal Drainage Boards: Side Agreement with the
Internal Drainage Boards (IDBs)
 
The Applicant’s planning obligations and side agreements tracker [REP1-023] indicates that
side agreements have been drafted with the following listed Internal Drainage Boards and
are currently under discussion.
 
• Witham Fourth District Internal Drainage Board
• Lindsey Marsh Drainage Board
• Black Sluice Internal Drainage Board
• South Holland Internal Drainage Board
• Welland and Deepings Internal Drainage Board
 
Please provide an estimated timeline for when these draft side agreements will be available
for consideration by the ExA?
 
South Holland Internal Drainage Board response:
 
South Holland IDB is not able to provide an estimated timeline on when the Planning
Performance Agreement (“side agreement with Internal Drainage Boards”) will be available
for the Examining Authority to consider, because this is dependent on receiving legal advice
for which the Boards have been waiting for several months. The Boards have not had an
indication of when this advice will be provided. South Holland IDB’s view is that if the side
agreement is not completed within the Examination timeline, the Board will revert to the
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consents approval process set out in the Protective Provisions for Drainage Authorities in
the draft Development Consent Order.
 
 
Q1 WE 1.4 – to the Internal Drainage Boards: Change Request about pipeline crossings
 
With reference to the Applicant’s Additional Submission [AS-025] and the ExA’s advice
related to these possible changes in its Rule 8 letter [PD-011], the Applicant advised the ExA
of further changes that it had not yet submitted to the ExA. These were described by the
Applicant as follows:
 
• Changes to documents to account for additional utilities crossings; and
• Changes to documents to account for additional drain crossings.
 
The ExA has made a Procedural Decision [PD-012] that these changes do not need to be
submitted as part of a formal change request.
 
Please respond with any concerns you may have regarding the changes and provide
recommendations to address them.
 
South Holland Internal Drainage Board response:
 
South Holland IDB understands that the changes referred to relate to consideration of IDB
assets and interests at construction access routes along the River Welland. The south bank
of the River Welland is within the South Holland IDB internal drainage district. The applicant
consulted South Holland IDB on a document titled “Access arrangements alongside the
River Welland” in October 2024. South Holland IDB is content that the Applicant has
identified South Holland IDB interests and assets along this construction access route, and
has identified appropriate mitigation (where required) to minimise impacts.
 
Kind regards,
 
Judith Stoutt
 
 

Judith Stoutt BSc (Hons), MSc
National Infrastructure Officer
Water Management Alliance
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Follow us:                
 

 Your feedback is valuable to us, we continually review and work to improve our services. If you have any suggestions,
recommendations, questions, compliments or complaints, please complete one of our online forms: 

 
The information in this e-mail, and any attachments, is confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed. The views expressed in this e-mail may not represent those of the Board(s). Nothing in this email message amounts to a
contractual or legal commitment unless confirmed by a signed communication. All inbound and outbound e-mails may be monitored and
recorded. We may have to make this message and any reply to it public if asked to under the Freedom of Information Act, Data Protection Act
or for any litigation. E-mail messages and attachments sent to or from the Water Management Alliance e-mail address may also be accessed
by someone other than the sender or recipient, for business purposes.
 
If you receive this email late at night, early in the morning, or at the weekend - it means I am working flexibly.  Flexibility works for me, but
please do not feel that you should have to pick this up outside of your own normal working hours.
 
With our commitment to ISO 14001, please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.
 
Defenders of the Lowland Environment
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